And sovereign law, that state's collected will,

O'er thrones and globes elate,

Sits Empress, crowning good; repressing ill;23

In his faith in the Constitution, Jones was one with the Whigs,
though he differed with them in his attitude to the aristocracy

In the meanwhile, the judgeship in Bengal, which fell vacant in
1778, was still eluding him. While Lord Bathurst, who was favourable
to Jones and who was Lord Chancellor when the vacancy arose, did not
take the decision, Lord Thurlow, who succeeded him to the post, would
not. It was only after Lord Shelburne came to power in July 1782 that
the position improved and Lord Thurlow relented. The appointment
was made in March 1783, after the king himself intervened. The honour
was doubled by the knighthood that was conferred upon Jones. Soon
followed the ring of wedding bells, for in the next month he married
Anna Maria Shipley, the daughter of the Bishop at St. Asaph and the
lady who had made an early and strong impression on his affections. In
fact, the Bishop was no stranger to him. Literary tastes had already
brought them together and political affiliations strengthened their bonds
of friendship. Both shared a zealous love of the Constitution. In
choosing Jones as son-in-law, the Bishop but made sure of his daughter's
happy married life. His expectations were justified in the fullness of
time.

Jones too found in Anna Maria all the qualities he looked for in a
woman. He wrote in a letter to George John Spencer on 27 October
1782:

I look upon equality to be the best foundation of happiness in
private as well as national society, good sense and good temper,
agreeable manners, a feeling heart, domestic affections,
knowledge of the world and contempt of what is wrong in it -
-these were the qualities which I ever sought, and have not I
trust, sought in vain. I believe some years ago, that I found
them in Miss Shipley.24

Early in the year, he published his translation of the Moallakat,
which was completed in 1781. It was also his desire to include a critical
commentary on the seven poems, giving their historical background
and an account of the lives of the authors. But this could not be realised
for want of time.
23 Ibid, p.56
* ibid, p. 27